Jerzy Limon and the Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre
- Celebrating the man, celebrating English

TEACHER’S NOTES - B1
These 17 cards were created with two main goals in mind:

e to introduce the figure of Professor Jerzy Limon and his project to
build a Shakespearean theatre in Gdansk.

e to create a set of language and critical thinking exercises inspired
by the events from his life.

In the teacher’s notes, you will find suggested answers, vocabulary, and
helpful phrases.

You will also find a card (no 9) which will help your students to learn
about Venn diagram - a useful tool to analyse and compare information.

You can use all the cards over a period of time, or you can choose just
some of them, but make sure that you cover the cards which introduce
Professor Limon — you can start with:

e Card 1 + Card 2 and then Card 4.

or
e Card 1 + Card 2 followed by Cards 3A/3B and then Card 4.

These cards can also inspire your students to prepare their own projects
about people important to them.




SUGGESTED ANSWERS, VOCABULARY AND HELPFUL PHRASES

CARD 2

Vocabulary:

adventurous - lubiacy przygode, lubigcy odwiedzac¢ nowe miejsca, zadny
przygod, smiaty, odwazny

rebellious — buntowniczy

he fell short of credits — mial niewystarczajaca iloS¢ punktow

instead of (sth / doing sth) — zamiast

lecturer — wyktadowca

achieve — osiagnac

challenging task - ambitne zadanie

annual — doroczny

support — wspiera¢/wsparcie

raise money — zbierac pieniadze

movable - ruchomy

let daylight in — wpuszcz¢ Swiatlo dzienne

sadly - niestety

loss - strata

Elizabethan - elzbietanski, z czasow krolowej Elzbiety I (1558 — 1603)

CARD 5

WHEN did he undertake the voyage across the Atlantic? /HOW OLD was he

when he undertook the voyage across the Atlantic.
HOW LONG did he stay in the USA?

WHERE did he go after failing to get enough credits?
WHAT did he die of? /WHY did he die?

HOW LONG did the project take?

CARD 6

Write a postcard/email/social media post describing your first impressions and

difficulties.

It's been an interesting first few days here. I found it hard to communicate with the

locals because they spoke too fast. Ordering food was also challenging, and I had

trouble understanding people in the street. [ communicated by pointing at things and
using my hands. Despite the early problems, I managed to ask the way to my hotel
when I got lost. It was hard to understand the accent on TV programs, but I'm slowly

getting better.



CARD 8
How do people show their rebellion against something?

People might show rebellion by:

. breaking rules
. saying no to authority / traditions
. organising or taking part in demonstrations
. boycotting
. creating art
. dressing differently
CARD 9

Venn diagram
Vocabulary:

Make room for — zrobi¢ miejsce

Plaque - tablica (pamiatkowa)

Thatched roof — stomiany dach

It can hold — moze pomiesci¢

Fencing - szermierka

Replace — zastapic

Pull down a building — zburzy¢ budynek
Come up with an idea — wpas¢ na pomyst

Similarities:
e Both theatres are inspired by the theatres from the 17t century.
e Both theatres show Shakespearean plays.
o Both theatres were rebuilt after the original theatres were pulled down.

Differences (Shakespeare’s Globe in London):

The Globe was originally built in 1599.

It was reconstructed using traditional materials and methods.
There is no roof above the central yard.

It can hold 1,570 people.

Plays are performed from April to October.

The creator of the new theatre had died before it opened.

Differences (Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre):

It was built on the site of a 17th-century theatre called the Fencing School.
The new theatre combines old designs with modern technology.

It has a movable roof.

It can seat from 600 to 1,000 people.

The creator of the new building lived to see the opening of the theatre.



CARD 10
A) A letter to an artist/politician/celebrity/institution:

* [ am working on a project which is very important to me, called ...

* The goal of this project is to ...

* [ am reaching out to you because I believe your help would be very valuable.
* I would really appreciate...

* Your help could also inspire others to join/support my project.

B) A letter to a friend/family member telling them about your project:

* I'm writing to tell you about something special. I'm working on a project called ...
* I'm working hard on and I'm asking people who could help. I've even written to ...
ask for their support! It's a bit scary, but I'm hopeful.
e I'll let you know how it’s going!

C) A note thanking someone who helped you during the project:

* I am very grateful for all your help with ...

* Your support has made a big difference.

* The project was a success thanks to your help/support. I am very grateful.
* Thank you again for coming to our event and for believing in this project.

D) A reply from an artist/politician/celebrity/institution who was asked to
support a project.

* Thank you for reaching out and for telling me about your project/passion.

* Your project sounds very inspiring, and I'm very pleased /honoured/excited that
you thought of me.

* I would be happy to support you by sending some money / coming to an event
organised by you/giving an interview.

* [ believe that your project can change things and [ am glad to be a part of it.

* Please let me know if there's anything else you need.

* Good luck with this great idea.

CARD 11

This exercise is a lovely chance for students to get a bit creative — they can
make windows using carboard / curtains, etc.

CARD 13

Some helpful phrases:

. The picture looks like it was taken in the 1960s or 1970s.

. The picture is in black and white / old style.

. He is having a good time /enjoying himself / the moment.

. The picture shows that...

. Perhaps he enjoys simple things /he may like simple things.

. This picture is different from a modern teenager's picture in many ways...

U, WN



7. He looks calm, which shows that...

8. He looks optimistic and excited about the future.

CARD 14

Translate these sentences into Polish:

1. I got up at dawn to learn my lines.

2. The decision to build a theatre was a
challenge, but it brought unforgettable
experiences.

3. The performance made everyone
laugh a lot.

4. Jerzy Limon was an inspiring
teacher, a funny storyteller, a reliable
friend, and a true gentleman.

5. The new theatre did not resemble
the old one.

Translate these sentences into Polish:

1. W koncu udalto mi si¢ zmieni¢ swoje
zycie na lepsze.

2. W trakcie pierwszych wakacji za
granica mialem problem z pytaniem o
droge.

3. Teatr w Gdansku ma ruchome sceny
1 moze pomiesci¢ od 600 do 1000 osob.

4. Gratulyje Ci sukcesu w tym
konkursie!

S. To byly magiczne dwa dni,
wypelnione przedstawieniami oraz
muzyka.

1. Wstatem o swicie, zeby nauczy¢ sie
tekstu /mojej kwestii.

2. Decyzja o budowie teatru byta
wyzwaniem, ale przyniosta
niezapomniane przezycia.

3. Spektakl bardzo wszystkich rozbawit.

4. Jerzy Limon byl inspirujacym
nauczycielem, zabawnym gawedziarzem,
niezawodnym przyjacielem i prawdziwym
dzentelmenem.

S. Nowy teatr nie przypominal starego.

1. I finally managed to change my life for
the better.

2. During my first holiday abroad,
I had trouble asking for directions.

3. The theatre in Gdansk has movable
stages and can hold from 600 to 1,000
people.

4. Congratulations on your success in
this competition!

S. These were two magical days, filled
with performances and music.



CARD 15

e Determination — determinacja, zdecydowanie
e Patience - cierpliwosc
e Flexibility - elastycznos¢, umiejetnos¢ dostosowania sie do sytuacji
o Self-confidence -pewnosc siebie, Smiatosc
CARD 16

Choose one of the tasks and write a short speech:

a. welcoming a guest visiting your school (a sportsman, writer, activist,
etc.)

b. congratulating your schoolmate on winning a competition

c. about an event from your life (holiday adventure/journey/learning
experience, etc.)

Welcoming a guest:

I am very happy to welcome ... to our school today.

We are all excited to have you with us and can’t wait to learn from your
experience as a ...

Your achievements are amazing, and we can’t wait to hear your story.
On behalf of everyone here, thank you for...

Congratulating Someone:

I’'m very happy to be here today to congratulate ... on winning ...
This is an amazing achievement, and we are all so proud of you!

We are very happy to see that your hard work paid off.

We are all cheering for you and looking forward to your next success.

Short speech about an event from your life:

Go to

I'd like to tell you/share a special experience from my life.

When [ was in ..., [ had the chance to...

This experience showed me...

This journey also taught me how important it is to... (do something)

It’s something I'll always remember, and I encourage everyone to try new
things when they can.

to download the cards.
These materials have been prepared by
Magda Zawadzka - a teacher, teacher

trainer and translator.

She can be contacted at



https://jerzylimon.pl/materialy-dla-nauczycieli/
mailto:byronz@wp.pl




