Jerzy Limon and the Gdansk
Shakespeare Theatre

Celebrating the man, celebrating
English

Pictures



Young Jerzy, aged 12

Jerzy Limon, aged 17



Professor Limon and HRH Prince of Wales

Professor Limon with his wife, Justyna
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Fencing School in Gdansk - Peter Willer, 1650

Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre



Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre

photo by Dawid Linkowski
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the Bard old days

A brave new project is
taking Shakespeare to
Gdansk—300 years
after the last time.
MIRA BAR-HILLE
reports #

:
RINCE Charles & played
matchmaker in the¥evival of
a curious 400-year-old link
between Poland ‘and En-
gland: English actors playing
Shakespeare in Gdansk. An agree-
ment worked out this k under
his auspices between Dr Jerzy Li-

Company, will see Shakes- !
pearean players in the hisy

since the 17th century.

Dr Limon is the founder o
a project which already—*
like the Renaissance
company—enjoys the pa-
tronage of the Prince of
Wales: the reconstruction of
an Elizabethan theatre built
in Gdansk around 1600.

Called the Fortune, it was '
constructed by English play-
ers who left Elizabethan En-
gland hoping to escape the
ravages of plague and relj-
gious persecution.
now better known as the
birthplace of Solidarity and
Polish democracy, was then
Danzig, the largest and
wealthiest city in northern .

mon, an English prof§ssor at
Gdansk University, and Kenneth
Branagh’s Renaissance £T'heatre

Stoppard, Alan Ayckbourn,

ard Eyre, Margaret Drabble
and Arnold Wesker.

The Prince’s backing goes
beyond his deep interest in
Shakespeare, the English
theatre and the encourage-
ment of conservation and
traditional architecture in
Eastern Europe. He sees it as
an example of his belief that
cultural links, rather than
economic, political and bu-
reaucratic arrangements,
will bring Europe together.

Jerzy Limon has traced
the history of English com-
panies that ormed in the
Fortune in sk from 1600
to 1650. While there they

built an exact replica of their
home theatre and it donhled

toric city for the first Lm] Sir Michael Hordern, Rich-

cultural yuppie.

tune is now a car park, over-
looked by a row of restored
historic buildings, with only
a section of the 17th century
wall remaining. The inten-
tion is for the new Theatrum
Gedanense to be built to a de-
sign based on historic etch-
ings, using materials, skills
and craftsmanship dating
back 400 years. One advan-
tage of this approach is that
the entire project should cost
no more than £3 million.

It already enjoys the full
support of Gdansk builders
and businessmen, and the
wife of the Polish Prime
Minister is on the board of
trustees, The Queen and Pol-
ish President Lech Walensa
discussed the project over

Dr Jerzy Limon: a wonderful example of the emerging Poland—a
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A press article from 1991 about Professor Limon’s project



Friends and supporters

Jolanta Kwasniewska, HRH Prince of Wales, Andrzej Wajda, Peter Brook, Tom
Stoppard, Jerzy Radziwitowicz, Stanistaw Baranczak, Gliinter Grass, Tadeusz
Mazowiecki



- Professor Limon’s library
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The roof opens!
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Order of the British Empire (OBE) granted to Professor Limon by
Queen Elizabeth II



Professor Limon at the Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre



